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Date:                                                                                           Lesson 7 

 
  

 

Down the pub 

(Pub ambiance) Tuesday, 6.00 p.m. Emma is down the pub again. She loves to sit at the 
bar and have a drink. She is waiting for her colleagues. In the meantime, Emma starts talking 
to the new barmaid, Jessica. They introduce themselves and make small talk. 

 
 

- So, Jessica, do you work in this bar full-time?  

- No, in fact I am studying advertising at university. This is only a part-time job until I finish 
my course and go back home. 

- Really? Where do you come from? 

- I come from Melbourne, in Australia.  

- I see.  

- And what do you do Emma? 

- I work in a music store nearby. I am waiting for my colleagues who are on their way.  

- Would you like to order a drink while you’re waiting for them? 

- Yes, may I have a beer please? I’m quite thirsty.  

- Of course. Which beer do you prefer? Draught or bottle?   

- Draught beer please. A pint. And some olives please. I’m quite hungry too... 

- Here you are.  

- Cheers!  (Glasses clink) And tell me a bit about Australia. Which drinks are popular there? 

- The Australians or “Ozzies” really like beer. But I think you should try our Australian white 
wine. 

- Great! What type of grape is it? 

- We have different types: Riesling, Chardonnay, Semillon and Pinot Grigio. Some are 
sweet, others are dry. 

- They all sound lovely. Could I have a dry white wine? 

- Sure: let me open a bottle of Pinot Grigio! 

- Hmmm... It’s crisp! How much do I owe you? 

- Here’s the bill: six pounds (£6) please. 
 

 

She is really into wine. She goes to a wine shop next to her house. As she doesn’t like red 
or rosé, she buys a case of Australian white wine to accompany her meals and add to her 
cellar. (Bottles in the cellar) 

Emma is going backpacking round Australia in a couple of months’ time. She is very 
interested in knowing more about Australia. (Australian Aborigine tribe playing) 
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Vocabulary 
 

English Meaning 

barman, waiter 
barmaid 
full-time 

part-time 
a music store 

draught (beer) 
pint 

shandy 
crisps 

liqueur 
the bill 
a cellar 

 
the grape 

a meal 
 

to sit down 
to wait for 

to order a drink 
to mix 

to taste 
to make small talk 

to accompany 
to go backpacking 

 
Cheers! 

In the meantime 
nearby 

quite 
thirsty 

hungry 
 

a male bartender 
a waitress who serves drinks in a bar, woman bartender 
typically 40 hours in a week 
for only part of the usual working day or week 
a shop that sells discs and other related products 
served from a barrel 
unit of liquid (+/- 47 cl) 
beer mixed with lemonade 
potato crisps or chips (in American English) 
a strong, sweet flavoured alcoholic drink 
amount of money owed 
a room below ground level in a house, typically one used for 
storing wine or coal 
a berry, typically green (classified as white), purple, red or black 
= breakfast, lunch or dinner 
 
to adopt a position (on a chair for example) 
to remain in readiness for some purpose 
to ask for something to drink 
to combine or put together 
to perceive the flavour of 
to have a polite conversation about unimportant matters 
to go with 
to travel of hike carrying one’s belongings in a backpack 
 
expressing good wishes, in particular before drinking 
meanwhile 
close at hand, not far away 
rather 
feeling a need to drink something 
feeling a need to eat something 
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Grammar – Present participle and  
Present continuous  

 
 
 

  "Simple Present" versus the “Present continous”: 

The « present continuous » is formed by the auxiliary « to be » conjugated in the 
simple present tense + the « present participle » of the verb, which is invariable: 

 
 

For instance: to read 
 

I am reading 
You are reading 

He, she is reading 
We are reading 
You are reading 
They are reading 

 
 

The “present continuous” and “simple present” are used to describe actions in the 
present, with different nuances: 
 

Simple present 

Actions of a routine, which repeat 
one another from time to time 

 
Permanent states 

 

On Monday I go to 
school. 

I speak good English and 
Spanish. 

I think you are right! 
My parents live in Spain. 

 
every day 

usually 
generally 

every morning 
every time 
very often 

twice a year 
at weekends 

… 

Present continuous 

 
General, current and habitual 
actions: 

 Happening now 
 Happening in the present 

 
Temporary states 

I am going to school 
now. 

I am learning English at 
the moment. 

I am thinking… 

 
now 

today 
this week 
this year 

until 
still 
… 

 
The “present continuous” of the following verbs isn’t used:  

to like, to love, to hate, to need, to prefer, to know, to think, to realise, to seem, to believe, 
to understand, to suppose, to remember... but are  in “the present simple” form. i.e. I like.... 
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Activities 
Activity 1: Answer the following questions about the text:  

1) Where is Emma? 

............................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................ 

2) What is Emma drinking?  

............................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................ 

3) What are Emma and Jessica talking about? 

............................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................ 

4) After the pub scene, what does Emma do?  

............................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................................................ 

Activity 2: Use of English: Write new sentences which include the following words:   

- NEARBY 

- STORE 

- LOVELY 

- BILL 

- WHILST 

- FINISH 

- TALK 

- NOW 

- AT THE MOMENT 

- ALWAYS 

- USUALLY 
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- EVERY MORNING 

- THIS YEAR 

 
Grammar practice  

 

Grammar practice: Fill in the gaps, putting the verb into the correct form, present continuous 
or simple present: 

1) I (to go) …………….............…………….. to school now. 

2) I (to drive, not) …………….............…………….. to work every day. 

3) I usually (to go) …………….............……………..  to bed early. 

4) I (to try) …………….............…………….. to work at the moment. 

5) What (to happen) …………….............…………….. (now)? 

6) We (to speak) …………….............…………….. about the book (now). 

7) Her English (to improve) …………….............……………... (now). 

8) The café (to open) …………….............…………….. at 8 a.m.  

9) Emma (to wait) …………….......still......…………….. for her friends. 

10) She always (to stay) …………….............…………….. in that hostel. 

11) (to listen) …………….............…………….. to me (now)?  

12) It (to rain, not) …………….............…………….. today. 

13) He (to work) …………….............…………….. at the moment.  

14) Sandra (to look) …………….............…………….. for a new flat to live in. 

15) (to do) …………….............…………….. your homework now? 

16) What (to do) …………….............…………….. (for a living)? Do you work as a marketer? 

17) What (to do) …………….............…………….. ? Are you reading?  

18) What time (to wake up) …………….........you usually ....…………….. ? 

19)  How often (to depart) …………….........the trains ....…………….. ?  

20) I (to try) …………….............……………..  to learn French. 
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Summary practice  

Fill in the gaps, using vocabulary from the dialogue: 

 This dialogue talks about Emma. Emma is s…………….............……………..  in a pub, 

a…………….............……………..  the bar. She is h…………….............……………..  a drink while 

w…………….............……………..  for her c…………….............……………..  . She is 

t…………….............……………..  to the b…………….............……………..  , Jessica.  

  

 They i…………….............……………..  themselves and make  s…………….............……………..  

talk. Emma and Jessica talk about work and the d…………….............……………..  that are popular 

in Australia. Emma agrees to try a d…………….............……………..  white wine. Jessica 

o…………….............……………..  a b…………….............……………..  of white wine and serves Emma a 

g…………….............……………..  .Emma is really i…………….............……………..  wine.  


